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My name is Ana María Rodríguez and I have used the Freeman Memorial Library since I moved to Houston in 1993. I have a PhD in Biology and Immunology and I have worked as a research scientist for about 20 years before becoming a writer. My last place of work was UTMB in Galveston. I write books and magazine articles for children about science, nature, health and disease, history and multicultural topics. I also write about similar topics for adults. I invite readers to visit my website - www.anamariarodriguez.com - to see my published books, articles and more details about my evolution from scientist to writer. 

What types of books do you read?
I enjoy reading both fiction and nonfiction. My favorite nonfiction topics are popular science, history, current events, health and medical issues. Regarding fiction, I enjoy reading mysteries and adventure.

Who are your favorite authors?

My favorite nonfiction adult authors are Jon Franklin, Natalie Angier, and Jarred Diamond. In fiction, I like John Grisham’s books. I enjoy reading children authors Gail Gibbons, Russell Freedman, Sally Walker, and Sneed B. Collard III.

What book(s) are you currently recommending to others?



 


Of course, I’d love to recommend my books for children, I always recommend Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell to all children 9 -14 years old, especially girls. This is a fictional narrative that is based on a real story and has adventure, action, and it’s very inspirational. For adults, Jon Franklin’s If I Die in the Service of Science, is an excellent book that will capture your interest and will get you a deeper understanding of the human aspect of the science world. I recently finished the first nonfiction book written by John Grisham, The Innocent Man. I recommend it highly.

What is your all-time favorite book and how did it influence you?  
Microbe HuntersMy all-time favorite book is  by Paul de Kruif. One of my Middle [image: image4.png]


School science teachers recommended it to my class and as soon as I got out of school that day I went to the bookstore and bought it. The book compiles the stories of the scientists that discovered that microbes were the causes of infectious diseases like rabies, anthrax, Texas fever, malaria and others, as well as the role our own immune cells play fighting the microbes. The stories of those captivating and adventurous first microbiologists and immunologists inspired me to study biology and Immunology in college. Although I do not do research now, I write about biology and other sciences for kids trying to pass on my passion for science and the adventurous spirit of past and present scientists that dedicate their lives to understand nature.

Aside from reading, what are your hobbies or interests? 

I enjoy outdoor activities such as swimming, and going for walks. I love to travel, especially by car, and going to the movies and Natural History museums (one of my favorite things to do is watch the IMAX movies). 

How does being a writer influence how you use our library and what do you look for in a public library?
As a writer the library is an essential source of information for my books and articles. In a public library I look for a large and varied children’s section, (because I like (and need to) to read what’s already out there for kids in the areas I write about.) I look for an adult nonfiction section with classic and as-recent-as-possible nonfiction books. I also look for the availability of databases for periodical literature and books in science and health or medicine. When I decide to work on a certain topic, my first stop is the library catalogue. I search it online from my home looking for basic information about the topic I have chosen to write about. I also search the databases available online through the library. I search many other sources outside the library too and when I have made a list of the materials I need, like science journal articles, books, or newspaper articles not available at the library, I contact their Interlibrary Loan (ILL) department and ask them to get them for me. The ILL department at Freeman Library is very efficient and prompt and has provided me with even the hardest materials to find. They are invaluable partners for me and I would not be able to gather many of the materials I need to write my books as easily as I do now without their help. The librarians have also been very helpful when I cannot find specific information. They are very knowledgeable and every time I have asked them a question about where I could find this or that information, they have guided me to the right source. I extend my thanks to all the members of Freeman Library for their excellent work. I also say “Thanks!”  by donating a copy of my books to the library as they come out. I have also donated to the library a subscription for the children’s magazine YES MAG: The Science Magazine for Adventurous Minds. If you have kids who are interested in science, this is one they will enjoy reading. It is fun and upbeat, as well as current and challenging. If your kids do not lean toward science, show them the magazine anyway. Its captivating glossy color photos and illustrations are bound to catch their attention. Check it out!

What project are you working on currently? 
I am currently finishing the last touches of a 6-book series for children about “animal secrets.” These books are for middle grade children and will be available next year. I am also working on a new project for children, my first long project for adults, and preparing a couple of magazine articles for kids. Check my website often for news about my projects and presentations.

How does HCPL make a difference in your life?  
The library is one of the factors that allowed me to develop my career as a writer. I work from home and set my own schedule in a way that fits with my family activities and needs. If the library didn’t have a large collection of books for kids and adults, if the library didn’t have numerous databases or an efficient ILL system I could access online or with a phone call, and if the library didn’t have well-trained and knowledgeable staff (who are very nice to deal with too!), I wouldn’t be able to gather a great deal of the information I need to write my books the way I do now from the comfort of my home and adjusting my schedule with the rest of my activities. 

